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DID YOU KNOW?

A blue whale’s tongue weighs 
more than an adult elephant.

Quilt 
Queens

BY JENNIFER ALLEN
NEWS-TIMES

Each Tuesday, the Crystal 
Coast Quilters’ Guild meets at 
Shepherd of the Sea Lutheran 
Church in Atlantic Beach for 
“Drop-In Quilting.” This week, 
there were more than a dozen 
quilters gathered at the Bogue 
Banks church chatting about 
techniques and working on stan-
dard quilts squares.

But, on one table off to the 
side were six fabric squares that 
appeared to be more of a collage 
than the beginnings of the aver-
age quilt.

These “Cultures in Cloth” — 
art quilts with photos transferred 
to fabric, lacework and other 
mementos — were created by 
guild members during a recent 
workshop led by Ann Flaherty, 
curator of the quilt exhibit, “E 
Pluribus Unum II: Cultures in 
Cloth.”

Ms. Flaherty will be in the 
county again but with the exhibit 
a collection of 37 fiber collages 
that reflect the many cultures 
which comprise the nation dur-
ing the Crystal Coast Quilters’ 
Guild 28th annual judged quilt 
show, “Coastal Stars Quilt 
Show.”

Set for 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Friday, 
May 14, and Saturday, May 15, 
at the Crystal Coast Civic Center 
in Morehead City, tickets are 
$6 and available at the door. 
Children under 12 are admitted 
free.

There will be a preview recep-
tion from 5:30-8 p.m. Thursday, 
May 13. Tickets are $15 and 
include admission to the quilt 
show on Friday and Saturday. 

In addition to the “E Pluribus 
Unum II: Cultures in Cloth” 
exhibit, there will be the “Black 
and White Transformed” 
exhibit of art quilts created by 
Artrageous, a silent auction 
table, about 16 vendors, dem-
onstrations, displays, The Guild 
Boutique, guild challenge quilts 
and a donation quilt raffle.

Alda Avens, a coordinator for 
the quilt show, said the guild 
has their annual show and hosts 
a few workshops a year as part 
of the guild’s mission to share 

quilting with the public.
 “Our most recent endeavor 

(with Ms. Flaherty) has to do 
with the heritage movement,” 
Ms. Avens said, adding that 
quilters who participated in the 
workshop learned about their 
past.

Sisters Bonnie Sturdevant and 
Holly Schultz, both of Emerald 
Isle, attended the workshop and 
focused their art quilts on their 
mother and grandmother.

Ms. Schultz created her piece 
honoring their mother and grand-
mother when they were younger 
while Ms. Sturdevant depicted 
the two women when they were 
older.

Ms. Schultz said one thing 
she learned from the workshop 
was that there are no rules when 
it came to art quilts, which is 
counter to most quilt work, 
which can be very structured. 

As she held her square, Ms. 
Schultz pointed to a few ele-
ments on her piece including 
buttons from her grandmother’s 
“button jar” commenting that 
much of the art quilt was a col-
lection of items that had signifi-
cance and connected her to these 
two women.

“You’re learning history and 
are being drawn to your roots,” 
she said.

Her sister, Ms. Sturdevant, 
called the art quilt she creat-
ed “Thread Connection” and 
emphasized the fact that she, 
her grandmother and mother 
all worked with thread in some 
way and included pieces of the 
women’s work — pieces of lace 
created by her grandmother and 
hookrugs by her mother.

In addition to seeing the 
exhibits, show visitors can attend 
the lecture by Andi Reynolds, 
Executive Book Editor of 
American Quilter’s Society, on 
“What Breaks a Judge’s Heart” 
at 11 a.m. Friday, May 14. 
Admission to the lecture is $10. 

The winning ticket for the 
queen-sized donation quilt, 
“Winter Light” will be drawn 
at the close of the show on 
Saturday. Tickets are available 
for $2 each or three for $5.These “Cultures in Cloth” pieces made by Crystal Coast Quilters’ Guild members will be displayed at the 28th annual judged 

quilt show, “Coastal Stars Quilt Show” set for 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Friday, May 14, and Saturday, May 15, at the Crystal Coast Civic 
Center in Morehead City. Tickets are $6 at the door. Children under 12 are admitted free. (Dylan Ray photo)

Crystal Coast Quilters’ Guild 
readies annual show
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Boat blast
Family Boating and In-Water Boat Show 
returns to the Morehead City waterfront

BY MIKE SHUTAK
NEWS-TIMES

There will be more boats, 
more booths and more family 
events at the third annual Family 
Boating and In-Water Boat 
Show Saturday and Sunday on 
the downtown Morehead City 
waterfront.

Held between 6th and 10th 
streets, the Downtown Morehead 
City Revitalization Association 
(DMCRA) is hosting the event 
featuring boats in water and on 
land, exhibitors with all types 
of marine products and services, 
including boat manufacturing, 
fishing tackle and outfitting and 
boating accessories.

Show hours are from 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Saturday and 11 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Sunday.

Stephanie Slocum, DMCRA 
executive director, said Thursday 
there will be more nonprofit 
groups at the boat show this 
year. 

The DMCRA has partnered 
with the Art Council of Carteret 
County to sponsor ARTrageous, 

a public event with local and 
regional artists along the water-
front. 

“We’ve also got the Friends 
of the Webb Library coming,” 
Mrs. Slocum said. “We’ve got 
more boats and vendors this year 
than the last two years. We’re 
hoping this is a light at the end 
of the tunnel for the economy.” 

Carteret Community College 
is also involved in the boat 
show. 

Lisa Rueh of the DMCRA said 
John Wealton, the college’s N.C. 
Martine Training and Education 
Center (N.C. MARTEC), will 
be demonstrating with his class 
how to create molds for boat 
parts. 

“The students will be volun-
teering here (at the boat show),” 
Mrs. Slocum said. “They’ll also 
have a booth for their ‘Send a 
Boat to College’ program.”

New to the event is a treasure 
hunt on Sugarloaf Island with an 
authentic band of pirates from A wide range of boats on display during the 2009 Family Boating and In-Water Boat Show. The third annual event, presented 

by the Downtown Morehead City Revitalization Association, will be held May 15-16 along the Morehead City waterfront. 
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